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On Friday 14th March 2008 the Youth Council for Northern Ireland (YCNI) staff, JEDI staff and young people from YouthAction NI, travelled to Birmingham to participate in the closing event of the European Youth Campaign, All Different, All Equal. This is a Council of Europe campaign aimed at promoting the themes of diversity, human rights and participation.

The UK launched its commitment to the campaign with a joint UK conference on the 26-27 March 2007.  The opening of this launch event came on the day that the “Historic Northern Ireland Power-Sharing Deal” (BBC News) was announced.  The YCNI presented the work of the JEDI Initiative and organisations who have applied Equity, Diversity & Interdependence (EDI) methodologies in their work with young people.  In response to the issues raised during this event Northern Ireland made a commitment to consider how current local youth activities might be linked to the All Different All Equal campaign, as well as to put in place support mechanisms which would enable ideas presented in the conference to be actioned locally.
Over the past twelve months work has been underway throughout the UK to document and share case studies of good practice relevant to the All Different, All Equal campaign themes. 
The YCNI launched the campaign locally during Community Relations Week at the R ShaRd FutR event in Armagh.  During this event young people facilitated a series of workshops to explore the campaign themes.  Workshop participants included the Commissioner for Children and Young People, Patricia Lewsley; the Chief Executive of the YCNI, David Guildfoyle; and Department of Education representatives, Cathy Galway and David Bell.  

It was also at the NI launch event that the YCNI announced the availability of funding to support ideas developed at the UK All Different All Equal campaign.  Paul Murphy, YCNI Council Member and Development Manager for Dungannon District Council said, “The YCNI supported the UK launch of its commitment to the All Different All Equal campaign in March 2007… and to carry forward the All Different All Equal campaign message in Northern Ireland approved additional funding to support regional voluntary organisations to pilot initiatives which furthered the message locally.”
The JEDI Initiative developed All Different, All Equal workshops that aimed to provide a creative forum to raise awareness of the themes: Participation, Diversity and Human Rights and to encourage young people to think about their own prejudices and discuss how they might challenge themselves to think and act when they encounter difference. Workshops were delivered at various youth events including at a major Scouting Day in W5, and at a joint Western Education & Library Board and Southern Education & Library Board Youth Conference.  The campaign was also promoted during the Big Deal, ‘Have Your Say’ Day.
Rosemary Trainor, an active member of the Children and Young Person’s Forum, represented Northern Ireland at the evaluation of All Different, All Equal in Portugal where she had the opportunity to inform delegates from across Europe of examples of good practice in Northern Ireland as well as listen to the wider implications of a European campaign.  Rosemary can now translate this learning back to her own work with young people. 

Although the European Campaign has now ended JEDI will continue promoting the themes and use the strong branding associated with All Different, All Equal as a lever to encourage young people to engage in challenging and important conversations.  A presence at relevant youth events will continue to be available by arrangement.  For further details please contact Joanne Stainsby: jstainsby@ycni.org  Tel: 028 9064 3882.
The YCNI wish to thank all those youth organisations who have supported the roll out of the All Different All Equal campaign locally and who took time to participate in the UK regional events.  

